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Lamut River vies 
for R.I.V.E.R.S 
for Life award

See full 
story 
on 
page 2

Rivers for life. The Lamut River, which covers the stretch of Asipulo to Lamut, Ifugao, 
and drains to Magat River, is vying for the R.I.V.E.R.S for Life award. The award will be 
given to the most improved Class C river system in the country.  (Bryan Tubabon) 
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Continued from page 1

Lamut River is the official entry of 
the region to the search Recognizing 
Individuals/Institutions towards Vibrant 
and Enhanced Rivers (R.I.V.E.R.S) for 
Life Award.

The search is a national search 
launched by the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
last year which aims to recognize the 
efforts of Regional, Provincial and 
Community ENR Offices in enforcing 
DENR policies, programs, projects and 
activities, especially those focused on 
protection and conservation of rivers in 
the country.

The Lamut River is one of the 
primary rivers in the province of Ifugao 
in Cordillera Administrative Region 
(CAR). The 41.82-kilometer river 
stretches from the municipalities of 
Asipulo to Lamut. Its headwaters are 
in Barangay Pula and Panubtuban in 
Asipulo. In Lamut, the main river and 
its tributaries flow to Barangay Lawig, 
Sanafe, Bimpal, Matobato, Poblacion 
East, Poblacion West, Payawan, Nayon, 
and Panopdopan.  The Lamut River has 
10 tributaries namely, Upper Kinaway-

anan Creek in Poblacion West; Lower 
Kinawayanan in Poblacion East; Nayon 
River and Halog Creek in Nayon; Bannit 
and Bunog Creeks in Payawan; Bimpal 
Creek in Bimpal; Matobato Creek in 
Matobato; Sanafe Creek in Sanafe; and 
Lawig Creek in Lawig. These tributaries 
and the main river flow and meet with 
the Ibulao and Alimit Rivers and drains 
to Magat River which is the main water 
source of the Magat River Integrated 
Irrigation System (MARIS). The irrigation 
system supplies water to vast agricul-
tural areas in the province of Ifugao in 
CAR, Isabela, and Quirino in Region II. 

The river’s water is mainly used for 
domestic use, irrigation, industrial use, 
and electric power generation.

Since the launch of the national 
search, the DENR-CAR, PENRO Ifugao 
and CENRO Lamut have been strength-
ening their efforts in communities 
covered by the Lamut River. Through 
close coordination with the Local 
Government Units of Asipulo and Lamut 
and stakeholders, several commu-
nity mobilization activities have been 
conducted to promote the integrity of 
the river. These include massive infor-
mation, education and communication 
campaign to the different sectors of 

the community; regular cleanup drives; 
and monitoring of the enforcement of 
environmental policies, especially the 
Clean Water Act and the Ecological 
Solid Waste Management Act.

Apart from the rehabilitation activi-
ties in the Lamut River, the DENR-CAR 
also did a 100 percent profiling of all 
Class C rivers in the region on April 
24-25.

The DENR-CAR took time on the fence 
before it finally decided to nominate 
Lamut River as its official entry. Initially, 
the R.I.V.E.R.S for Life Committee was 
in two minds between Lamut River and 
Bued River in Baguio City-Benguet. 

Engr. Ralph Pablo said although 
there is only one entry to the search, 
PENROs and CENROs in CAR have been 
ordered to look into Class C rivers in 
their respective areas of jurisdiction, 
and to carry out activities to rehabili-
tate and conserve them. 

The R.I.V.E.R.S for Life award was 
launched last year by the DENR. The 
winner for the search for the best 
improved Class C river system will 
be awarded this June in time for the 
Environment Month and the Depart-
ment’s founding annivesary. 

(Giovani Joy Fontanilla)

The downstream of Lamut River in Poblacion East, Lamut, Ifugao (Bryan Tubabon)
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DENR urges Pinoys to think of 
ways to save the planet

As the nation joins the rest of the 
world in observing Earth Day on April 
22, Environment Secretary Roy A. 
Cimatu urged Filipinos to pause and 
reflect on the most pressing ecological 
problems facing the world today and 
think of what they can do to save the 
planet.

“We have an obligation to take care 
of this planet we all share and Earth Day 
is a great time to start thinking more 
about the environment and all the little 
things we can do to make the world a 
better place,” Cimatu said.

Over one billion people in more 
than 190 countries were expected 
to take part in the celebration of the 
49th anniversary of Earth Day, making 
it the largest civic observance in the 
world. This year’s theme is “Protect Our 
Species.”

Cimatu said the Earth Day 2019 
theme is a reminder that keeping the 
planet from destruction also means 
actively working on slowing down the 
decline of the country’s threatened and 
endangered species such as the Philip-

pine monkey, flying lemur, giant flying 
fox and tarsier.

He said this is indeed timely as the 
country just witnessed series of law 
enforcement operations that resulted 
in massive seizures of live wild animals 
and arrest of wildlife criminals—proof 
that the Philippines remains steadfast 
on its commitment to fighting illegal 
wildlife trade that is driving endangered 
species to the brink of extinction.

According to Cimatu, protecting the 
environment is not the sole responsi-
bility of the government because the 
general public, too, must also do their 
part.

He noted that there are simple ways 
people can help to protect the environ-
ment like conserving water and energy, 
patronizing cleaner fuel or taking public 
transport, and practicing proper waste 
management.

“Being more environmentally 
conscious is the right thing to do. Living 
a more eco-friendly lifestyle could help 
create a sustainable planet and mitigate 
the effects of climate change and global 

warming,” Cimatu said.
The local celebration of Earth Day 

2019 was held on April 24 and 28. The 
first one took place at the Ninoy Aquino 
Parks and Wildlife Center in Quezon 
City with DENR and Earth Day Network 
Philippines Inc. (EDNPI) organizing the 
event.

Several activities are lined-up for 
the event, including the signing of an 
agreement for tree planting activi-
ties between the DENR and Couples 
for Christ; launching of the search for 
model barangays and “green” corpora-
tions; on-the-spot painting and poster-
making contests; and Earth Day festival 
bazaar and exhibit.

On April 28, the DENR—together 
with EDNPI and National Bicycle Organ-
ization conducted a bike parade, inter-
faith prayer rally, advocacy fair, and 
concert in Obando, Bulacan, where 
one of the 17 principal river systems 
leading to Manila Bay is located. Simul-
taneous river clean-up activities will 
be conducted in barangays Binuangan, 
Pag-asa, Salambao, and Tawiran. 

(DENR CO release)

Cimatu: PH won’t tolerate illegal wildlife trade
The Philippines has once again 

demonstrated its strong and steadfast 
commitment to fighting illegal wildlife 
trade following two consecutive law 
enforcement operations that resulted 
in massive seizures of live wild animals 
and arrest of wildlife criminals.

Environment Secretary Roy A. 
Cimatu made this remark after the 
Philippine Operations Group on Ivory 
and Illegal Wildlife Trade, or Task 
Force POGI, seized over P50-million 
worth of live exotic animals reportedly 
smuggled from Indonesia in an opera-
tion conducted on April 8 in Mati City, 
Davao Oriental.

Earlier this month, the Bureau of 
Customs also intercepted more than 
700 live venomous tarantulas, with 
combined estimated value of P310,000, 
at the Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport. The interception also led to the 
arrest of two suspects, one of them is 
the consignee of the shipment from 
Poland.

Cimatu said the government has not 
changed its stance on wildlife protec-
tion and will not ease its crackdown on 

illegal trafficking and trade of wildlife 
species.

“The Philippines is taking illegal 
wildlife trade seriously,” the former 
military chief said. “We want to send a 
clear signal that the country does not 
tolerate illegal wildlife crime, trafficking 
and trade that is driving endangered 
species to the brink of extinction.”

With a value of $23 billion annually, 
illegal wildlife trade is the fourth most 
lucrative global crime after illegal drugs, 
human trafficking and illicit arms trade.

The Philippines has been labeled as 
a consumer, source and transit point 
for illegal trade of wildlife and their 
by-products, threatening endemic 
species populations, economic devel-
opment and biodiversity.

Cimatu said the government will 
not waver in its commitment to end 
illegal wildlife trade. “We are not going 
to stop. The fight against illegal wildlife 
trade is worth fighting,” he said.

In June 2013, the Philippines—
through the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR)—
destroyed at least five tons of smuggled 

elephant tusks using a road roller, 
making the Philippines the first country 
in Asia to conduct physical destruction 
of massive ivory stockpile in support 
of global efforts to stamp out illegal 
wildlife trade.

Last April 8, Task Force POGI—a 
composite team of wildlife enforcers 
from various agencies including the 
Biodiversity Management Bureau, the 
National Bureau of Investigation and 
the Philippine National Police—con-
ducted a raid in Barangay Dahican in 
Mati City where they confiscated 450 
species of bird, mammals and reptiles, 
including the endangered black palm 
cockatoos (Probosciger aterrimus) and 
echidna, both of which are listed in the 
Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES) Appendix I and II respec-
tively.

CITES is an international agree-
ment between governments and aims 
to ensure that international trade in 
specimens of wild animals and plants 
does not threaten their survival, and 

Wildlife trade, 8
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CENRO Lamut raises 
awareness on envt’l policies

Enforcement of environmental 
policies to protect biodiversity species 
was emphasized in an informa-
tion, education and communication 
campaign conducted with the Barangay 
Council of Payawan, Lamut on April 23, 
2019. 

The activity was conducted aligned 
with the theme of the International 
Earth Day, “Protect our Species”. 

Community Environment and Natural 
Resources Office (CENRO) Lamut IEC 
Focal Person Levita Camat noted that 
while natural resources are avail-
able to humans for consumption and 
other needs, they should be properly 
managed to ensure sustainability.

Camat discussed the importance 
of maintaining an environment free of 
wastes. She underscored that cleanli-
ness of land and water bodies ensures 

Planting more trees. Representatives from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources-CAR, and partner government 
agencies such as the Philippine National Police and Bureau of Fire Protection plant trees at Wright Park in Baguio City in celebration of 
the Earth Day on April 22. (Roldan E. Caroy)

home for various wildlife species. She 
said this could be achieved through the 
strict enforcement of the provisions 
of the Ecological Solid Waste Manage-
ment Act and a massive IEC to residents 
and other stakeholders, especially the 
business sector.

Administrative Officer I Norma 
Belingon lectured on the salient 
features of the Revised Forestry Code 
of the Philippines or the Presidential 
Decree 705 and called on the members 
of the Barangay Council to make sure 
no illegal logging activity is conducted in 
their area of jurisdiction and that guide-
lines on tree cutting are followed. This 
is to make sure forests and watersheds 
remain a healthy ecosystem especially 
to different flora and fauna. 

(Norma G. Belingon)

CENRO Pinukpuk works 
with partner people’s 

org in site preparation
In celebration of the International Earth 

Day, the Community Environment and Natural 
Resources Office (CENRO) Pinukpuk gave 
a hand to the Calbayan Irrigators Farmers 
Association in preparing its Enhanced 
National Greening Program plantation site at 
Katabbogan, Pinukpuk, Kalinga on April 22, 
2019.

The prepared site which were dug with 
holes and ring-weeded will be replanted 
to replace seedlings which did not survive 
during the dry spell. 

Prior to the activity, a brief communica-
tion, education and public awareness (CEPA) 
activity was conducted which focused on the 
theme “Protect our Species”. Development 
Management Officer IV Francisco Balutoc 
and Ecosystems Management Specialist I 
Jacqueline Paringit discussed why various 
biodiversity species should be protected. 

(Eden C. Camaddo)
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Banao Protected Landscape declared as “lapat” area

In a bid to protect and preserve the 
wildlife and natural resources within the 
Banao Protected Landscape, the Local 
Government Unit of Barangay Talalang 
in Balbalan, Kalinga has adopted the 
lapat system which is an indigenous way 
of protecting communal ecosystems. 

Lapat, also known as “palit” sets 
prohibition in burning, harvesting or 
gathering of natural resources, and 
hunting of wildlife from communal 
watersheds locally known as “u-od”; 
forests or “ginufat”; rivers or 
“wangwang”; grazing lands or “pasto”; 
and swidden farms or “uma” within 
public or private ancestral territories 
or “bogis”. This traditional practice is 
known to be commonly practiced in the 
province of Apayao. Through a seasonal 
prohibition, lapat allows natural ecosys-
tems to rehabilitate or rejuvenate 
until such time natural resources have 
grown and wildlife have increased in 

population, therefore, ready for collec-
tion, consumption or use by indigenous 
peoples.

On April 1, a ritual was conducted 
by community elders from the neigh-
boring Barangay Bangilo, Malibcong, 
Abra and Barangay Mabaca, Balbalan, 
Kalinga which are also parts of the 
Banao Protected Landscape to mark 
the community people’s consensus to 
declare parts of the protected landscape 
within the jurisdiction of Brgy. Talalang 
as lapat areas. The decision was agreed 
upon during a community assembly led 
by the BLGU of Talalang.

All resources within the ancestral 
domain are considered owned by 
the Banao tribe, both born and those 
who are yet to be born, who live by 
their culture. As owners of the natural 
areas within lapat areas, members of 
the Banao tribe shall be asked permis-
sion before anyone could gather forest 

products within the allowed period.
Although gathering and use of 

natural resources are allowed, they 
shall be governed by customary laws 
and traditional practices. Some activi-
ties are also banned such as logging; 
gathering of rattan, orchids and palm 
species; gathering of honey; and 
commercial fishing and hunting.

To retain the protected landscape 
as it is, lapat areas will be guarded by 
the Banao tribe against encroachment 
and illegal settlement from neighboring 
communities. 

The Banao Protected Landscape 
in Kalinga was formerly known as the 
Balbalasang-Balbalan National Park 
which is an initial component of the 
National Integrated Protected Areas 
System. The protected landscape is 
also a declared Indigenous Community 
Conserved Area managed by the Banao 
Tribe. (Rafael T. Banawa)

Declaring Banao Protected Landscape as lapat area. Residents and elders from Barangay 
Talalang, Balbalan, Kalinga meet to talk about the better management and conservation 
of resources within the Banao Protected Landscape by imlementing the lapat system. 
(CENRO Pinukpuk photos) 

Locals protect 
biggest and oldest 

Almaciga tree
Locals of Barangay Dacalan, Tanudan, 

Kalinga are promoting the preserva-
tion of the biggest Almaciga tree in 
their community which is found in Mt. 
Omar. 

The tree, with an age estimated 
between 130-140 years old stands 32 
meters high and has a circumference of 
670 centimeters.

According to Mariano Bakidan, 
a 94-year old local, they are now 
preserving the oldest and all other 
Almaciga trees in their locality by 
discouraging resin-tapping. Previously, 
Almaciga resin tapping was preva-
lent to be used in polishing clay pots 
and hats made of ligis, a non-timber 
forest product. Although considered 
a low-quality material for construc-
tion, he added the community remains 
vigilant on any illegal logging activity. 

The International Union for Conser-
vation of Nature listed Almaciga, scien-
tifically known as Agathis philippinensis, 
as vulnerable species of native tree in 
the Philippines. It is threatened by 
illegal logging activities and unsustain-
able harvesting.

The search and documentation of 
the biggest and oldest Almaciga tree in 
Tanudan, Kalinga started last year after 
locals called CENRO Tabuk to look into 
what could possibly be the oldest and 
biggest Almaciga tree in the locality. 

(Shiela Bakidan)
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Officers from 
PENROs and CENROs

Partnership with Abrenian youth in 
envt’l protection strengthened

More youth in Abra will be taught 
how to take care of the environment.

Environmental education and experi-
ential learning will be given to youth 
in the province to put in action the 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
entered into by the Provincial Environ-
ment and Natural Resources Office 
(PENRO) Abra and the Organization 
for Industrial, Spiritual and Cultural 
Advancement (OISCA). 

OISCA is a volunteer organization 
known for implementing the Children’s 
Forest Program (CFP) in the Philippines 
which provides opportunities for school 
children to learn how to plant and 
nurture trees. 

The Memorandum shall strengthen 
both parties’ mission to advocate and 
implement environmental projects and 
programs among the youth through 
environmental education, rural devel-
opment, rehabilitation and conserva-
tion of forests and marine ecosystems.

The Memorandum also formalizes 
the involvement of the youth, through 
OISCA, in the implementation of the 
Enhanced National Greening Program 
in Dolores, Abra and other parts of the 
province. 

Present during the MOA signing 
were OISCA Philippines Director Toshi-
haru Kiyumizu; OISCA-Abra Director 
Delfin Tesoro; OISCA Secretary General, 
Yasuaki Nagaishi;  Development Manage-
ment Officer IV Dominador Aritenda 
of CENRO Lagangilang; Development 
Management Officer IV Pedro Fuller of 
CENRO Bangued; PENRO Abra Technical 
Services Division Chief Abreolo Joey C. 

Languisan; PENRO Abra Planning Officer 
II Elmer Timbreza; and representatives 
from Abra State Institute of Sciences 

and Technology (ASIST) Lagangilang 
headed by President Gregorio Turqueza, 
Jr. (Ianne April P. Bello)

Youth for the environment. Representatives from the Provincial Environment and 
Natural Resources Office Abra and the Organization for Industrial, Spiritual and Cultural 
Advancement show a signed Memorandum of Agreement which strengthens partner-
ship of the two in terms of environmental education to the youth. (Ianne April P. Bello)
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Studes show support to 

Bued River rehabilitation
Some students from Evelio Javier 

Memorial National High School in Tuba 
Benguet and San Vicente National High 
School in Baguio City raised concern on 
the Bued River through their art in a 
poster-making contest held recently.

The contest was initiated by the 
Provincial Environment and Natural 
Resources Office (PENRO) Benguet and 
Community ENRO Baguio, in partnership 
with the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR)-CAR 
Regional Office, the Environmental 
Management Bureau (EMB)-CAR, Tiong 
San Harrison, University of the Cordill-
eras (UC) and Philex Mining Corpora-
tion.

“We want to show the students’ 
interest and commitment in the protec-
tion and rehabilitation of the Bued 
River,” PENR Officer Carlos Arida said 
hoping the artworks could awaken other 

stakeholders and youth’s consciousness 
and realize the need to help rehabilitate 
the river.

Angel Cagasi bagged first place; 
followed by Jonamel Timama who won 
second place; and Mark Razell Narce 
who placed third. They are all from 
Evelio Javier Memorial National High 
School. 

Other participants were Jerimiah 
Manalang, Alihakim Dimacaling, Allan 
Dave Tolidan, Charice Pan-ag, Jeofrey 
Codiamat Jr. who all came from San 
Vicente National High School; and 
Justin Ron Quia-ot and Remil Doywaon 
from Evelio Javier Memorial National 
High School.

The artworks made during the 
contest are currently featured in an 
exhibit at PENRO Benguet office in 
Wangal, La Trinidad. The exhibit is open 
for public viewing. (Ian Jeffrey Addatu)

Waste recycling 
training conducted

A livelihood training on waste 
recycling was conducted by the 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources-CAR, through its 
Provincial Environment and Natural 
Resources Office (PENRO) Benguet 
and Community ENRO Baguio on April 
11 to teach stakeholders of Bued River 
how to make money out of garbage.

The activity was attended by 
barangay officials and residents living 
along the Bued river and its tribu-
taries. 

Fernie Sitsit of the Environmental 
Management Bureau-CAR had a 
lecture showing how recyclables such 
as pet bottles, straws, plastic cups, 
old clothes, old magazines, newspa-
pers and other materials can be made 
into flower vases, floor mats, slippers, 
bags, pathways, bricks, and other 
products. 

“It would be better if we could avoid 
or reduce the use of these materials 
as in the end, they become problems 
of the environment especially if we 
don’t see any benefit from them after 
they have been used” Sitsit said

She told the participants that while 
it may be difficult to reduce the use 
of plastic materials and bottles, they 
can either sell it or recycle them for 
personal use or for sale.

Cherry Mae Vicente from the 
Office of the Provincial Agriculturist 
of Benguet also lectured on the 
proper use of biodegradable wastes, 
especially fruits and vegetables, as 
fertilizers.

“Instead of throwing biodegrad-
able wastes improperly, especially 
in waterways or rivers, why not use 
them to grow plants and vegetables?” 
she asked adding fertilizers out of 
biodegradable wastes have a market 
among farmers.

Vicente taught the participants 
how to properly compost biodegrad-
able wastes so they could do it by 
themselves in their respective house-
holds.

 (Ian Jeffrey Addatu)

Advocating river protection through art. 
Highschool students from Baguio City 
showcase their art depicting protection of the 
Bued River in a poster-making contest initiated 
by the Provincial Environment and Natural 
Resources Office Benguet and Community 
ENRO Baguio. (Ian Jeffrey Addatu) 
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Wildlife trade
Continued from page 1

was conceived to regulate the trade 
of wildlife animals and plants across 
borders and safeguard certain species 
from over-exploitation.

Appendix II states a list of species 
that are not necessarily threatened 
with extinction, but trade must be 
controlled in order to avoid utiliza-
tion incompatible with their survival, 
while the Appendix I contains a list of 
species threatened with extinction.

The confiscated exotic animals 
were reportedly in the area for 
safekeeping in a week before they are 
transported to and sold in different 
areas in the country. The task force 
arrested two persons who served as 
caretakers of the wild animals.

Both the suspects in the tarantula 
shipment and Indonesian wildlife have 
been charged for violating Republic 
Act 9147 or the Wildlife Resources 
and Protection Act, which defines and 
penalizes illegal wildlife trade.

Under the law, unlawful trading, 
possession and transport of wildlife 
species are punishable by a jail term 
of up to two years and a fine of not 
more than P200,000. 

(DENR CO release)

DENR opens 2019 National Search for 
Sustainable and Eco-friendly Schools 
The 6th National Search for Sustain-

able and Eco-friendly Schools is once 
again accepting entries for the most 
environment-friendly and sustainable 
schools in the Philippines.

This search is organized by the 
Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources’ Environmental Management 
Bureau (EMB), in collaboration with the 
Department of Education, Commission 
on Higher Education, Nestle Philippines 
and Landbank of the Philippines, to 
encourage schools/academic institu-
tions to become more actively involved 
in environmental issues at a practical 
and local level.

Geared towards the adoption of 
behavioral solutions in addressing 
climate change and other environ-
mental issues, the competition also aims 
to initiate active responses and raising 
community awareness and participa-
tion on environmental concerns among 
students, faculty and school administra-
tors.

The competition is divided into three 
categories: elementary, high school and 
college. Both public and private institu-
tions are invited to join. It will be judged 
by noted individuals in the areas of 
environmental education coming from 
the government and private sector, both 
at the regional and national levels. 

The top entry per category from 
every region will be forwarded to the 
EMB Central Office in Quezon City for 

national judging.
Winning schools in the national 

level will receive PhP50,000 – 1st Prize, 
PhP40,000 – 2nd Prize, and PhP30,000 
-3rd Prize, as well as plaques of recog-
nition. As for the regional level, a 
certificate of recognition and a prize 
of PhP15,000 will be given to regional 
winners for each category. 

Aside from the main winners, the 
search will also be awarding three 
Special Category Leadership Awards, 
namely: The Nestle Water Leadership 
Award that seeks to recognize and 
promote solutions, practices and initia-
tives of schools in water management 
and conservation; The Energy Leader-
ship Award which focuses on energy 
efficiency and conservation embedded 
in school activities; and The Landbank 
Green Leadership Award will be given 
to the three national first prize winners 
per category.

The Nestle Water Leadership Award 
and the Energy Leadership Award will 
grant PhP20,000 to each of the winners 
at the national level for college, high 
school  and elementary school catego-
ries. A prize of PhP10,000 and a certificate 
of recognition will be awarded to each 
of the regional winners of all categories. 
As for the Landbank Green Leadership 
Award, winners at the national level will 
be awarded PhP25,000.

The deadline for the submission of 
entries was last April 26, 2019. 

All winning entries for each category, 
together with selected entries will be 
displayed during the national awarding 
ceremonies to be held in November in 
time for the celebration of the National 
Environmental Awareness Month. 
(DENR CO release)

Saving lives. Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office Abra personnel and members of the 24th Infantry Batallion of the Philippine 
Army participate in Red Cross’ Mobile Blood-Letting activity on April 15 to contribute in the supply of blood banks in Abra. (Ianne April Bello)


