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Moratorium on tree cutting in Baguio City eyed
A draft Executive Order setting a 

moratorium on the construction of 
high-rise buildings and tree cutting for 
purposes of development is on the 
works to better conserve and protect 
the pine forests in Baguio.

This was the commitment made by 
Regional Executive Director, Engr. Ralph Moratorium, 8

Pablo and Baguio City Mayor Benjamin 
Magalong who led a multi-stakeholder 
dialogue focused on the environmental 
state of Baguio City last July 29 at the 
DENR Compound, Gibraltar, Baguio 
City.

Pablo and Magalong pronounced 
that the DENR, the City Government of 

Baguio and the Department of Interior 
and Local Government have been 
working on a draft Executive Order to 
be signed by President Rodrigo Duterte 
which intends to set a moratorium on 
cutting of trees for purposes of area 
development. 

Replacing dead trees in Camp John Hay. Secretary Roy A. Cimatu,  (with shovel) leads the planting of some 50 tree saplings 
in Camp John Hay (CJH). Participants to the activity were DENR-CAR Regional Executive Director Ralph Pablo (wearing blue 
cap), CJH Golf Club Manager Tim Allen (rightmost), and members of the Philippine Military Academy Class of 1970. 
(Photo by Giovani Joy Fontanilla)
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Cimatu to ASEAN forestry leaders: Strike a balance 
between forest conservation, people’s needs

Environment Secretary Roy A. 
Cimatu has called on Southeast Asia’s 
top forestry officials to strike a balance 
between preserving the region’s limited 
forest resources and meeting the needs 
of its growing population.

“We need to strike a balance 
between meeting the demands of the 
people and stability of the environ-
ment,” Cimatu stressed in his message 
delivered by DENR Undersecretary 
for Policy, Planning and International 
Affairs Jonas Leones during the 22nd 
meeting of ASEAN Senior Officials on 
Forestry (ASOF) held in Makati City on 
June 18.

Cimatu said that ASEAN forestry 
leaders “must transform into actions 
the strategic direction of sustainable 
forest management, competitiveness 
for foreign products, forest rectification, 
forest law and enforcement in govern-
ment, and other forestry concerns.”

ASOF is a multinational body that 
aims to discuss policy matters, and 
formulate and implement regional 
cooperation activities and approaches 
in international and regional forestry 
fora. 

Its basic objective is to formulate 
and implement regional cooperation 
activities to enhance the international 
competitiveness of ASEAN’s forestry 
products. It also aims to further 
strengthen the forestry arrangement in 
the region and joint positions in inter-
national fora.

According to Cimatu, forests are also 
integral to the pursuit of global sustain-
able development goals or SDGs, 
particularly SDG 6-Clean Water and 
Sanitation, SDG 13-Climate Action, and 
SDG 15-Life on Land.

SDGs are a collection of 17 global 
goals, each with a list of broad based 
and interdependent targets. The SDGs 
were set by the United Nations General 
Assembly in 2015 with 2030 as the 
target year.

“Forests will lead to the achievement 
of multiple SDGs, including poverty 
alleviation, food security, conserva-
tion and sustainable use of natural 
resources,” Cimatu pointed out.

“Accordingly, SDGs require stronger 
commitment to restore, protect, and 
promote sustainable management of 
forests and other terrestrial ecosys-

tems,” he added.
Meanwhile, DENR Assistant Secre-

tary for Staff Bureaus and concurrent 
Biodiversity Management Bureau 
Director Ricardo Calderon noted that 
while “ASEAN forestry continues to 
grow because of the integration and 
cooperation,” it is “somehow overshad-
owed by the growing concern on biodi-
versity conservation.”

Calderon said it should be empha-
sized that the forest provides a wide 
range of goods and services for the 
people and a major backbone as far as 
the economies of the ASEAN member-
countries are concerned.

He likewise emphasized that defor-
estation and biodiversity loss in South-
east Asia is “a scenario which is not 
all discouraging,” as he expressed 
optimism for change and development 
in the future.

“This is a major challenge to ASOF, 
the ASOF leaders, and our dialogue 
partners to work harder and walk 
the extra mile towards achieving the 
strategic direction and action plans and 
operationalize these at a national level,” 
Calderon said. (DENR CO release)

Cimatu calls for convergence to fight 
invasive alien species in Asia-Pacific

Environment Secretary Roy A. 
Cimatu has called on experts and 
researchers in the Asia-Pacific region 
to work together in coming up with 
research-based solutions that would 
reduce the negative impact of invasive 
alien species (IAS) to biodiversity and 
the environment in general.

“I stand firm in promoting conver-
gence of our research and development 
(R&D) efforts for a sustainable region-
wide management of (IAS),” Cimatu 
said as he welcomed the delegates to 
the international conference on IAS 
management that took place in Manila 
from July 9 to 11.

“Let us continue with our pursuit for 
research-driven strategies and policies 
to effectively manage and conserve 
biodiversity for the good of human-
kind,” he added.

The three-day event called “IAS 
Conference 2019” has brought together 
IAS experts, researchers, dialogue 
partners, environment managers and 

other stakeholders from the Asia-Pacific 
region.

In his keynote speech read by DENR 
OIC Assistant Secretary for Staff Bureaus 
and concurrent Biodiversity Manage-
ment Bureau (BMB) Director Ricardo 
Calderon, Cimatu underscored the 
need for a collective effort to tackle IAS 
that has been “invading and destroying 
nature’s ecological balance.”

“These IAS pose serious environ-
mental concerns and are among the 
major threats to biodiversity,” Cimatu 
pointed out. “They cover a wide gamut 
of ecosystems from the terrestrial to 
aquatic environments, irreversibly 
impacting biodiversity, agriculture, as 
well as food and water security.”

IAS are plants, animals, pathogens 
and other organisms that are non-na-
tive to an ecosystem, and which may 
cause economic or environmental harm 
or adversely affect human health. 

The International Union for Conser-
vation of Nature defines IAS as species 

whose introduction and spread from 
their place of origin threaten biological 
diversity. They are the second biggest 
cause of biodiversity loss all over the 
world, next only to habitat destruction.

Except for Antartica and the glaci-
ated Greenland, the IAS has already 
affected 17 per cent of the global land 
area which are highly predisposed to 
their infestation. 

These environmental villains are 
found in many countries in Asia and 
the Pacific, including the Philippines, 
assailing the region’s key terrestrial, 
wetland, coastal, marine and estuarine 
ecosystems. 

In agriculture, the IAS broadly 
applies to any non-indigenous weeds, 
pest, insects and other disease-causing 
agents that disrupt crop and livestock, 
among others. 

In the freshwater environment, one 
common invasive species is the carp 
that originated from Europe that has 

Alien species, 7
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Disaster preparedness could be a 
challenge, but it could save lives.

This, Supervising Research 
Specialist, Engr. George Dean 
Baywong stressed to the constitu-
ents of Lamut during the celebration 
of the National Disaster Resilience 
Month last July 1 held at the Munic-
ipal Gymnasium in Lamut, Ifugao.

 “We are no match against nature’s 
wrath, but we can do something to 
mitigate its effect on us,” Baywong 
stressed echoing the words of the 
Mines and Geosciences Bureau-CAR 
Regional Director, Fay Apil.

He reminded his audience of the 
landslide tragedy in Ucab, Itogon 
which washed away small-scale 
miners. Among them are migrants 
from Hingyon, Ifugao.

Baywong noted that the lesson to 
be taken from the tragedy is the use of 
information and heeding to warnings 
or advisories during typhoon season 
or in times of weather disturbances.

To be guided on the landslide and 
flood susceptible areas in Lamut, 
Baywong presented the geohazard 
map of the municipality. He empha-
sized that the map should be used in 
disaster risk reduction planning and 
management.

He also encouraged the people 
of Lamut to continue the indigenous 
knowledge, system and practice, 

DRRM, 7

DENR-CAR, Baguio LGU 
vow to protect Busol

The Busol watershed needs to be 
conserved and protected from further 
encroachment.

This was the shared sentiment 
of the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources-CAR Regional 
Executive Director Ralph Pablo and 
Baguio City Mayor Benjamin Magalong 
during the multi-stakeholder dialogue 
conducted July 29.

“We will and we have to preserve the 
forest cover of Baguio. From 7 water-
sheds we are down to 6,” Magalong 
said.

“We are preparing actions on Busol 
(watershed) because 40 per cent of 
the forest is now occupied by informal 
settlers and we have to do it at a proper 
time so that we can still save it”, he 
continued.

During the dialogue, Atty. Erdolfo 
Balajadia of the Baguio Regreening  
Movement, asked the City Government 
of Baguio to inquire on the status of the 
22 patents issued within Busol water-
shed, it being one of the major water-
sheds in the city, to the Office of the 
Solicitor General (SolGen).

Aware of the status, DENR-CAR Legal 
Division Chief Atty. Renato Bestre said 
that despite several follow-ups, the 
Office of the SolGen has not filed cases 
for the reversion of the titles issued 
within Busol.

The DENR-CAR has recommended 
for the reversion of the 22 patents 
covering 7.8 hectares of the proclaimed 
forest reservation which were found 
void and null. 

Bestre and Magalong said the 
DENR-CAR through its Legal Division 
and the City Government’s Legal Office 
will follow up on the status of the said 
titles. 

The joint action to revert the 
spurious titles was called by Balajadia, 
with the DENR-CAR, the City Govern-
ment of Baguio and the Baguio Water 
District (BWD).

While waiting for the reversion 
cases, Bestre called on the local govern-
ment of Baguio City and La Trinidad, 
Benguet to carry out demolition of 
illegally-constructed structures within 
the watershed. Magalong committed 
to doing such for its protection.

Previously, demolition orders have 
been issued by the City Government 
of Baguio for the demolition of illegal 
structures in Busol. The enforcement of 
such was delayed by appeals in courts 
to halt the demolition due to ancestral 
claims. 

A joint fencing project was also imple-
mented in Busol by the DENR-CAR, the 
City Government and BWD to prevent 
further encroachment of the water-
shed. (Giovani Joy Fontanilla)

Lamut informed 
on DRRM

DENR-CAR turns over geohazard maps to the City Government of Baguio. Atty. Marcos Bias (in blue) of the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources-CAR turns over 138 copies of Baguio City’s geohazard maps to the Office of the City Mayor for 
distribution to the different barangays of the city and for posting in areas visible to the public. (Photo by Giovani Joy Fontanilla)



4 News  Volume 5, Issue No. 6 l July 2019  

PENRO Apayao fetes PNP 
for ENR law enforcement

Enforcement of environmental laws 
by the Philippine National Police - 
Apayao has earned them a commenda-
tion from the Community Environment 
and Natural Resources Office (CENRO) 
Calanasan.

Some 102 uniformed men of PNP 
Apayao were awarded Certificates 
of Commendation last July 29, 2019 
at Camp Allan, San Francisco, Luna, 
Apayao, in recognition of their environ-
mental law enforcement efforts in the 
province.

Worth recognizing is the apprehen-

sion of a total of 14,000 board feet of 
lumber from the different municipali-
ties within the jurisdiction of CENRO 
Calanasan by the PNP, as a result of 
their strict monitoring.

OIC, CENR Officer Domingo O. 
Enciso, Jr. expressed his gratitude for 
the exerted efforts by these personnel 
as one of the major partners of the 
department in the enforcement of 
environmental laws.

PNP Apayao Provincial Director 
Ceasar Zafiro Lumauig Tannagan 
acknowledged his personnel’s commit-

ment to their respective duties for the 
province and thanked CENRO Calanasan 
for the commendation.

He encouraged them to value their 
responsibilities more to improve crime 
prevention and control. He also called 
them to be wiser, highly effective and  
more capable public servants. 

He emphasized their role not only 
in enforcement but in environmental 
education. The Provincial Director 
committed to aid the CENRO in infor-
mation dissemination about environ-
mental laws especially to indigenous 
peoples. (Jerliz Pearl Duldulao)

DENR holds nat’l conference 
on wildlife forensics

The Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR) conducted 
a national conference on the use of 
wildlife forensics as a tool to combat 
animal trafficking and other wildlife 
crimes.

The conference, held in Mandaue 
City from July 16 to 18, brought together 
government personnel involved in the 
enforcement of wildlife laws to keep 
them abreast with latest knowledge 
and technologies on wildlife forensics.

Wildlife forensics is the use of 
technology and science to support 
the investigation and prosecution of a 
wildlife crime.

It can be used to accurately identify 
suspected wildlife specimens, including 
illegal products such as pangolin scales 
or ground turtle meat in powder form. 

According to DENR Secretary Roy 
A. Cimatu, the three-day conference 
aimed to review the training design on 
wildlife forensics and criminal investiga-
tion for use in wildlife enforcement.

“The use of wildlife forensics is now 
being considered globally as an invalu-
able tool to combat wildlife trafficking,” 
Cimatu pointed out.

The resource persons include experts 
from the Biodiversity Management 
Bureau (BMB), Bureau of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources (BFAR), Palawan 
Council for Sustainable Development 
(PCSD), Partnership for Biodiversity 
Conservation, and Project Wildlife.

DENR Assistant Secretary for Staff 

Bureaus and concurrent BMB Director 
Ricardo Calderon said his bureau has 
been working with the University of the 
Philippines-Institute of Biology on the 
application of wildlife forensics in the 
country.

He said the university has a program 
that established a reference collection 
of DNA barcodes of Philippine biodiver-
sity.

“When a wildlife sample arrives in the 
laboratory, the biologists can compare 
the DNA sequence and determine its 
conservation category,” Calderon said. 

Calderon also noted an ongoing 
effort to strengthen the wildlife foren-
sics capability of the country’s law 
enforcers.

Participants to the conference 
are representatives from DENR field 
operations offices, Forest Manage-
ment Bureau, PCSD, and DENR regional 
offices.

Other participants include delegates 
from BFAR, Philippine National Police-
Maritime Group and Criminal Investiga-
tion and Detection Group, Bureau of 
Customs, National Bureau of Investiga-
tion, Philippine Coast Guard, Depart-
ment of Justice-National Prosecution 
Service, Office of the Special Envoy on 
Transnational Crime, School for Inves-
tigation and Detective Development, 
Philippine Center on Transnational 
Crime, and the International Criminal 
Police Organization-Manila Bureau. 

(DENR CO release)

DENR: Stronger 
partnership needed to 
address marine plastic 

pollution
The Department of Environment 

and Natural Resources (DENR) has 
called on the government, business 
sector and other stakeholders to 
work together to find the best 
solutions to plastic pollution, which 
has become one of the most serious 
threats to the health of oceans and a 
major hazard to marine biodiversity.

DENR Assistant Secretary and 
concurrent Biodiversity Manage-
ment Bureau (BMB) Director Ricardo 
Calderon said that a stronger public-
private partnership would help trans-
late political and corporate commit-
ment to address plastic pollution 
into tangible strategies and investible 
action plans.

“We urge everyone to join the 
pledge for our environment; a pledge 
that will institutionalize our collec-
tive and collaborative action towards 
addressing the issue of marine 
debris,” Calderon said.

Calderon’s statement was in line 
with Environment Secretary Roy A. 
Cimatu’s prior call to the Filipinos 
to “cut down on the use of plastics 
that end up in the ocean and pose a 
threat to marine life.”

“The task of reversing this issue 
is as big and wide as the ocean, but 
small actions can make a huge differ-
ence,” Cimatu said.

Marine plastic pollution, 8
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Studes tested in ‘Green Ka Na Ba?’ quiz bee

Abrenian students’ knowledge on 
environment and natural resources was 
tested in a quiz bee dubbed “Green Ka 
Na Ba?”

Eleven schools in the province of 
Abra competed in the inter-school quiz 
bee spearheaded by the Provincial 
Environment and Natural Resources 
Office (PENRO) Abra.

The quiz bee was one of the highlights 
of the Environment Month culminating 
activity and the 32nd founding anniver-
sary of Cordillera held on July 16, 2019.

The contest was opened to Grade 
10 students from participating schools 
namely, La Paz Integrated School, 
Western Abra National High School, 
Dalit National High School, Tagodtod 
National High School, Little Flower High 
School, Abra High School – Sinalang, 
Holy Cross School, Manabo National 
High School, Luzong National High 
School, and Abra Valley Colleges. The 
participants were in pairs.

The quiz bee had three rounds – 
easy, average and difficult. Questions 
were about general knowledge and 
information on environment, climate 
change, programs of the Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources, 
and policies. 

The pair from La Paz Integrated High 
School proved an outstanding perform-
ance and were pronounced the Quiz 

Bee Champions. Abra High School Main 
Campus won 1st Runner Up and Little 
Flower High School won 2nd Runner 
Up.

Winners were awarded with trophies 
and cash prizes amounting to P5, 000, 
P3, 000 and P2, 000, respectively. 
Non-winners were also given conso-
lation prizes worth P500 per school. 
Participating schools also received a 

plaque of appreciation.
The Quiz Bee proved the heightened 

awareness of the Abrenian youth  about 
the environment. With this, PENRO 
Abra commits to strengthen its efforts 
in promoting environmental education 
to the youth through its communica-
tion, education and public awareness 
activities in the entire province of Abra. 
(Ianne April P. Bello)

PH hosts ASEAN senior forestry officials meet
Southeast Asia’s top forestry officials 

gathered in the Philippines this month 
for the 22nd ASEAN Senior Officials on 
Forestry (ASOF) Meeting that aims to 
strengthen regional forestry coopera-
tion.

The meeting held last July 15 to 20 
in Makati City and organized by the 
Forest Management Bureau (FMB) of 
the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR), brought 
together forestry leaders from the 
10-member ASEAN to discuss measures 
toward sustainable forest management 
and addressing transboundary forest 
threats.

It also marked the start of the 
country’s year-long chairmanship of 
the biggest forestry conference and 
initiative in the region.

From July 15 to 16, the ASEAN 
Working Group on Forest Products held 
its 22nd meeting with focus on enhancing 
regional cooperation on forest products 
development and getting ASEAN 
countries align with global standards 

that address the environmental, social 
and economic integrity of regional 
forests and forest resources.

The meeting also supported the 
development of medicinal and aromatic 
plant industries, including their conser-
vation and sustainable use.

The six-day ASOF event ended with 
an international seminar on current 
issues affecting forestry and forest 
products, which carried the theme: 
“Forestry Beyond Forests.”

The topics included Payment for 
Ecosystem Services (PES), ecotourism 
as a viable mechanism in sustaining 
biodiversity, and the benefits gained by 
forest communities from PES.

PES is an instrument designed 
to change practices of people that 
damage the environment so that they 
can provide valuable services to others 
and help improve environmental condi-
tions. 

In forestry, PES may involve entering 
into an arrangement with people or 
groups where they will be paid a certain 

amount to plant trees instead of cutting 
them down.  This gives them a source of 
income while they help increase forest 
cover. 

Forests contribute to the achieve-
ment of multiple Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDG) set by the United 
Nations. These include SGD 6, Clean 
Water and Sanitation for all People; 
SGD 13, Climate Action; and SGD 15, 
Life on Land.

 As of 2010, the Philippines’ total 
forest cover was estimated at 6.840 
million hectares. 

To increase the country’s forest 
cover, the government—by virtue of 
Executive Order 26—implemented the 
National Greening Program (NGP) which 
aimed to cover 1.5 million hectares of 
land with 1.5 billion trees from 2011 to 
2016. 

 In 2015, EO 193 was issued 
extending the NGP until 2028 in a bid 
to rehabilitate the remaining unproduc-
tive, denuded and degraded forestlands 

ASEAN, 7

Green ka na ba? The student participants to the “Green Ka Na Ba?” inter-school quiz 
bee with the officials and personnel from the Provincial Environment and Natural 
Resources Office (PENRO) Abra led by PENR Officer Engr. Benjamin Ventura (in gray 
with eyeglasses). (PENRO Abra photo)
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Nutri-walk and forest bathing. Representatives from different government agencies, including the Deartment of Environment and 
Natural Resources-CAR, participate in a forest bathing activity on July 12 at Camp John Hay’s Blue and Yellow Eco-Trail. The activity 
was led by the National Nutrition Council-CAR conducted in celebration of the Nutrition Month themed “Kumain ng wasto at 
maging aktibo. Push natin to!”. (Photo by Giovani Joy Fontanilla)

ACB lauds adoption of Bangkok Declaration 
on Combatting Marine Debris

“The recent adoption by the ASEAN 
heads of governments of the Bangkok 
Declaration on Combating Marine 
Debris demonstrates the commitment 
of the 10 ASEAN Member States in 
protecting and conserving the region’s 
rich marine resources.” This was 
emphasized by Dr. Theresa Mundita S. 
Lim, Executive Director of the ASEAN 
Centre for Biodiversity (ACB), as she 
lauded the ASEAN’s call for collabora-
tive actions to prevent and significantly 
reduce marine debris, particularly from 
land-based activities.

During the 34th ASEAN Summit held 
in Bangkok recently, the heads of states 
of Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and 
Vietnam, through the Bangkok Decla-
ration, recommended an integrated 
land-to-sea approach to prevent and 
reduce marine debris. The Declaration 
also called for the strengthening of 
national laws and regulations, as well 
as enhancing regional and international 
cooperation, including relevant policy 
dialogue and information sharing.

Dr. Lim said that marine pollution is 
a transboundary issue and its impact on 
marine biodiversity is already evident 
with plastics being found ingested by 
migratory marine species that travel 
across seas in the ASEAN, and adjacent 
areas. 

“The Declaration substantially 
contributes towards the achieve-
ment of Aichi Biodiversity Target 8, on 

bringing pollution to levels that are 
not detrimental to ecosystem function 
and biodiversity; and Strategic Goal C - 
improving the status of biodiversity by 
safeguarding ecosystems, species, and 
genetic diversity. It requires regional 
efforts to combat marine debris consid-
ering that our rich marine biodiver-
sity in the region contributes to food 
security, climate change mitigation, 
and increased disaster resiliency for the 
people of the ASEAN. The Declaration 
provides more impetus and guidance 
for the ACB and development  partners 
to strengthen our efforts  to support 
the ASEAN Member States and the 
region to help ensure that this sincere 
resolve is reflected in cross-sectoral 
policies, and is operationalized on the 
ground,” Dr. Lim explained. She added 
that the Declaration will be an excel-
lent benchmark in crafting the ASEAN's 
contributions to the post-2020 global 
biodiversity framework.

Dr. Lim said the Bangkok Declaration 
promotes mainstreaming of biodiversity 
and ecosystem conservation as it calls 
for coordination among ASEAN sectoral 
bodies to effectively address the multi-
dimensional and far-reaching negative 
effects, as well as sources of marine 
debris pollution. It enhances the multi-
stakeholder coordination and coopera-
tion, including implementing joint 
actions and partnerships for addressing 
such challenge; and encourages private 
sector engagement and investment in 
preventing and reducing marine debris, 
including partnerships between public 

and private sector through various 
mechanisms and incentives.

The Bangkok Declaration also 
calls for the promotion of innovative 
solutions to enhance plastic value 
chains and improve resource efficiency 
by prioritizing approaches such as the 
3Rs - reduce, reuse, recycle.

Dr. Lim cited the Bangkok Declaration 
for its call on strengthening research 
capacity and application of scientific 
knowledge to combat marine debris; 
accelerating advocacy and actions to 
increase public awareness and partici-
pation; and enhancing education for 
behavioral change toward preventing 
and reducing marine debris.

Moreover, the Bangkok Declara-
tion, Dr. Lim noted, demonstrates the 
complementarity of the ASEAN Socio-
Cultural Community Blueprint 2025 
which promotes the protection, resto-
ration and sustainable use of coastal 
and marine environment; and responds 
and deals with the risks and threats of 
pollution  to such ecosystems,  with the 
United Nations’ Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal 14 of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development: to conserve 
and sustainably use the oceans, seas 
and marine resources for sustainable 
development, and its Target 14.1 which 
seeks, by 2025, to “prevent and signifi-
cantly reduce marine pollution of all 
kinds, in particular from land-based 
activities, including marine debris and 
nutrient pollution”. 

(ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity 
release)
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Alien species
Continued from page 2

insidiously multiplied in almost all parts 
of the globe. This alien invader is classi-
fied as the most invasive in the world, 
damaging marine life.

Among the most infamous IAS in the 
Philippines are the American bullfrog 
and the golden apple snail or golden 
kuhol, which have displaced indigenous 
species from their natural habitats.

The IAS conference was organized 
by the DENR’s Ecosystems Research 
and Development Bureau (ERDB) and 
funded by the Department of Foreign 
Affairs.

According to ERDB Director Sofio 
Quintana, the conference served as 
an avenue for the technical experts 

to verify the list of IAS, including their 
potential threats and impacts.

The eradication of IAS, he said, was 
in line with “Target 9 of the Aichi Biodi-
versity Targets under the Convention 
on Biological Diversity.”

 (DENR CO release)
DRRM

Continued from page 3
muyong to conserve and establish more 
forests.

“Plant trees on the highlands and 
plant fruit bearing trees in the lowlands 
so there could be something to hold 
the soil”, he added. 

The celebration of the National 
Disaster Resilience Month was spear-
headed by the Local Government Unit 
of Ifugao through its Municipal Disaster 
Risk Reduction Management Council 

estimated at 7.1 million hectares.
As of 2018, the DENR—together with 

other government agencies, private 
sector and other stakeholders—has 
rehabilitated 1.9 million hectares of 
denuded forestlands, employed over 
600,00 people in upland communi-
ties and increased the country’s forest 
cover by as much as 28 percent through 
the NGP. It also serves as a measure 
for poverty reduction, productivity 
enhancement and climate change 
mitigation and adaptation. 

(DENR CO release)

ASEAN
Continued from page 5

(MDRRMC); Bureau of Fire Protection 
(BFP); Philippine National Police (PNP); 
and Municipal Engineering Office. 

(Norma Belingon)

Talakayan sa Parke. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources-CAR, along with its line bureaus, the Environmental 
Management Bureau-CAR, Mines and Geosciences Bureau-CAR and the Watershed and Water Resources Research and Development 
Extension Center, bring their services to the public through an open exhibit and forum at Malcolm Square, Baguio City on July 3 to 6. The 
mascots, Elloy (gray eel) and Shanum (blue water drop) symbolize the DENR’s advocacies on water and biodiversity conservation. 
(Photos by Shalom Joy Mauting)
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The move was a response to an 
online petition addressed to President 
Rodrigo Duterte who was asked to stop 
the cutting of 49 trees within Moldex 
Realty Inc.’s, a real estate developer, 
compound.

The dialogue centered mostly on the 
issuance of tree-cutting permit which 
the participants want to be more strin-
gent to ensure the Benguet pine cover 
of the city is conserved.

While the DENR-CAR follows guide-
lines in the issuance of tree cutting 
permits, both in public and private 
lands, Pablo solicited inputs, comments 
and suggestions from the participants 
for the DENR-CAR to consolidate and 
submit to the DENR Central Office for 
consideration in policy review. 

Marie Balangue of the Social Action 
Center suggested cost-benefit ratio to 
be an indicator or a considering factor 
in issuing a tree-cutting permit. Cost-
benefit analysis would require evalua-

Moratorium
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a proposed project or activity. Balangue 
specifically cited consideration of a 
tree’s benefits to communities in quali-
tative terms, such as the production of 
oxygen, carbon sequestration, water 
filtration and retention. 

To ensure that trees are properly and 
safely cut, one recommendation is the 
licensing or accreditation of tree cutters, 
and publication of their names for public 
information. At present, the DENR-CAR 
only keeps a record of individuals and 
organizations with licensed chainsaws. 

A representative from the Camp 
John Hay Inspectorate Team, Ferdinand 
Bucad, suggested that photo documen-
tation before, during, and after tree 
cutting should also be listed as a pre- 
and post-cutting requirement for trans-
parency. 

Marichu Lopez from the Jaime V. 
Ongpin Foundation, Inc., put forward 
that an amendment to the Zoning 
Ordinance could include incentives 

for private individuals, companies and 
developers who allocated a portion of 
their land for green or open spaces. For 
private developers, Lopez suggested 
that a limitation be set on the devel-
opable area. A portion of properties 
should be allocated for green or open 
spaces.

The multi-stakeholder dialogue 
provided a venue for various stake-
holders to raise concern over the 
worsening environmental issues faced 
in Baguio City, discuss it with the govern-
ment agency and local government unit 
concerned, and provide inputs on how 
to address the problems.

Among the agenda were the require-
ments and process of issuance of tree 
cutting permits, environmental compli-
ance certificate, the geohazard areas 
in the city, solid waste management, 
and the proposed moratorium on the 
construction of high-rise buildings and 
tree-cutting for purposes of develop-
ment. (Giovani Joy Fontanilla)

A study conducted by the Ocean 
Conservancy, a United States-based 
environmental advocacy group, revealed 
that eight million tons of plastic enter 
the ocean each year on top of the 150 
million tons of plastic that already circu-
late in the ocean, contributing to loss of 
species and the contamination of the 
food chain.

Relatedly, Calderon said that marine 
plastic pollution is one of the latest 
and most alarming issues the world is 
facing with the Philippines as one of the 
major contributors to global problem, 
primarily due to its so-called “sachet 
economy” where companies are selling 
products in single-use plastic sachets.

While it was easy to resort to banning 
plastic sachets, Calderon noted that 

Marine plastic pollution
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there are “economic implications” to 
such move that the stakeholders, partic-
ularly the government and businesses, 
should prepare for.

“As one of the fastest developing 
countries in the world, with more than 
6.6 percent in terms of world trade, one 
of the drivers of economic growth is 
basically the sachet economy, the 3-in-1 
packages, including the plastic straw, 
which is basically part of development,” 
he pointed out.

According to Calderon, committing 
to act on the issue of marine debris will 
also help prevent other sea animals 
from ingesting plastic. Recently, a baby 
rough-toothed dolphin (Steno bredan-
ensis) rescued in Palawan died after 
it had difficulty digesting when fed by 
rescuers in an attempt to save it. A tight-
ly-packed garbage bag was later found 

stuck in its stomach which prevented 
the food to pass through.

Billions of plastic sachets are sold 
each year to get small quantities of 
personal care and food products, such 
as shampoo and soy sauce, to people 
mostly in emerging markets. These 
sachets are not recycled and many end 
up polluting the ocean.

This crisis urgently demands innova-
tors, industries and governments to 
develop systemic solutions that prevent 
plastic from becoming waste in the first 
place.

Calderon expressed hope stake-
holders would eventually “come up 
with a direction, a way forward on how 
we can address this problem without 
sacrificing development.” 

(DENR CO release)

35th Cordillera Day. Members of the Regional Development Council-CAR show their unity and commitment to achieving sustain-
able development in the Cordilleras during the culmination of the 35th Cordillera Month in Tabuk, Kalinga last July 15. 
(Photo by Giovani Joy Fontanilla)


